CEO of Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council visited the Research Centre
for Natural Sciences, Hungarian Academy of Sciences
Swindon, United Kingdom and Budapest, Hungary – April 17, 2014 – Professor Jackie
Hunter, CEO of Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council (BBSRC), the leading
United Kingdom funder of non-medical bioscience research, presented the internationally
acknowledged "British model” of funding word-class research to the Academy. During her
official programme she also visited the Research Centre for Natural Sciences, HAS.
Directors and scientists of academic research centres and research institutes participated in
the meeting where Jackie Hunter outlined the operation of BBSRC, its financing principles
and practices. The CEO presented a case study about the steps of establishing the "British
model” and of the development of strategic research priorities, which may serve as an
example for the future development of the institutional network of the Hungarian Academy
of Sciences.
Following to the exchange of experience, Jackie Hunter visited the Research Centre for
Natural Sciences, HAS, where director general György Miklós Keserű presented the research
programme of the world-class research centre inaugurated last year. He also reported about
the recent scientific outputs of the institutes. Our guest visited the research labs of the
Institute of Enzymology and those of the Institute of Cognitive Neuroscience and Psychology;
she also had discussion with the directors of these institutes. Jackie Hunter, previously vice
president of GlaxoSmithKline (GSK), responsible for neurology and gatsrointestinal research,
gained outstanding experiences in pharmaceutical research and development, so her visit
offered a good opportunity to review the potential of translational research in this field.
More information:

http://mta.hu/mta_hirei/kutatastamogatas-eloadas-es-tapasztalatcsere-az-akademian-134005/

BBSRC - Rob Dawson: rob.dawson@bbsrc.ac.uk
MTA TTK – Tóth Ágnes: toth.agnes@ttk.mta.hu
About BBSRC
The Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council (BBSRC) invests in world-class
bioscience research and training on behalf of the UK public. Our aim is to further scientific
knowledge, to promote economic growth, wealth and job creation and to improve quality of
life in the UK and beyond. Funded by Government, and with an annual budget of around
£467M (2012-2013), we support research and training in universities and strategically
funded institutes. BBSRC research and the people we fund are helping society to meet major
challenges, including food security, green energy and healthier, longer lives. Our investments
underpin important UK economic sectors, such as farming, food, industrial biotechnology
and pharmaceuticals. For more information about BBSRC, our science and our impact
see: http://www.bbsrc.ac.uk For more information about BBSRC strategically funded
institutes see: http://www.bbsrc.ac.uk/institutes

About RCNS, HAS
The Research Centre for Natural Sciences is one of the largest research organisations within
the network of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. Focus areas of RCNS, HAS are
multidisciplinary research activities in the field of enzymology, molecular pharmacology,
cognitive neuroscience and psychology, organic chemistry, as well as materials and
environmental science. The more than 400 scientists of the centre are committed to new
scientific discoveries and developments delivering benefits to society.

